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Government. Everyone in the gathering looked grave and subdued,
as if in the presence of a great calamity. As the funeral procession
emerged from the house, people who had gathered outside bowed
their heads in reverence. The cortege slowly wended its way, fol-
lowed by an immense crowd, to the Towers of Silence, and as it
came to the spot beyond which none but Parsis are allowed to go,
Chandavarkar paid a warm and feeling tribute to Pherozeshah's
memory. Dinshaw Wacha attempted to follow, but his feelings over-
came him and he could not utter a word. Altogether, the homage
that the people of Bombay paid to the departed leader was in
keeping with the place he held in their hearts.
In the days which followed, in the Press all over the country and
from a hundred platforms, attempts were made to give expression to
the magnitude of the loss which the nation had sustained. Writers
and politicians of all shades of opinion bore testimony to the per-
sonal and intellectual gifts which had given Pherozeshah the com-
manding position he had so long enjoyed. The Statesman, The
Amrita Bazar Patrika and The Englishman were almost as apprecia-
tive as the most loyal adherents of his political creed. The Bengalee,
which had been a more friendly but discriminating critic, wrote
that a prince and a great man had fallen and a nation was in
mourning.
The tribute paid by Tilak, coining as it did from a man whom
Pherozeshah regarded as his bitterest political opponent, calls for
special mention. "His supreme virtue was fearlessness. Once he
made up his mind about some public question and defined his
policy, he stuck to it with dauntless determination and no power on
earth could dislodge him from his position. He never knew hesita-
tion, equivocation or prevarication. His intellectual eminence, legal
and constitutional acumen and political shrewdness, shone all the
more brightly because of their foundation on resolute intrepidity."
At a memorial meeting held in London at Caxton Hall on 10
December, political opponents like Lord Harris, Ameer Ali, Bhow-
nuggree and Lovat Fraser, gathered together to honour the memory
of Pherozeshah. The Aga Khan presided and spoke about "that
great patriot's firm hold, amid all mutations, of the need for the
maintenance of the British connection with India as an essential